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OUTREACH

Church of ScotlandSC004580

An unusual winter sky

You are warmly invited to join us in the 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Aberlady Parish Church
Sunday 27th February 2022

11.15a.m.
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INTERIM MODERATOR

Dear friends 

In recent weeks in my home congregation, Chalmers Memorial in 
Port Seton, I’ve been taking time during worship to explore some 
chapters of Paul’s letter to the Church at Corinth – namely chapters 
12, 13 and 15.  As I write this letter, we’ve only reached the end of 
chapter 12 where Paul uses that marvellous image of the Church 
being the “Body of Christ”. 

They are familiar words to most of us where Paul compares the 
component parts of the human body to the different skills and talents 
that make up the Church.  It’s interesting, of course, that nowhere 
does Paul equate the Church to any building, if only because the 
Corinthians didn’t have a building to worship in - at least not a 
recognisable “Sanctuary” that they could call the Church… 

Even if they had a traditional place to go to worship, I do still wonder 
if Paul would have spoken about buildings in any case. 

Rather, I suspect he would have continued his focus on people and 
talents and personalities, the very things that we know make our 
churches what they are.  

The bottom line is that if they achieve things, they do so because of 
what people do.  If they bring the gospel to people, it is because that 
gospel is shared by someone. And if the more day to day tasks are 
fulfilled then that is, equally, also only because someone has taken 
on that role… and perhaps some will have taken on more than one 
role…! 
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INTERIM MODERATOR  continued

All of this seems a timely message for the folks at Aberlady and    
Gullane – you - who have had to increase their own contributions to 
the life of the Church so that things continue to move along.  Even 
standing still, the modern-day church has discovered, can still take a 
lot of effort!!! 

We are reaching a stage in your vacancy where a path will be laid out 
for the future.  It’s been a while coming, and delays caused by Covid 
haven’t helped.  But a path, nevertheless, is being mapped.  In the 
meantime, we do what we can in the power, as Paul puts it, of the 
Holy Spirit, to sustain the life of the worshipping community. 

This is our common task and privilege, a job for all who are part of the 
“Body of Christ”. 

Small or large, seen or unseen – everything we do enhances the    
fellowship of Christ’s people and keeps on building the kingdom of 
God in our midst. 

With every blessing and best wish as you continue this journey of   
being Christ’s people in these days. 

Robin Allison (Rev) 

Interim Moderator
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LOCUM MINISTER

I find it mind blowing that it is now seven months since I was appointed as 
your Locum. The busy Christmas period is well behind us now and the next 
major event in the Chris>an year is the  Season of Lent and Easter. 

With this being my first Easter with you, I am unsure whether you engage 
with Lent or not.  Some Chris>ans give up something for Lent whilst others 
take the opportunity to do a Bible Study, either on their own or in groups.  
Given the  relaxa>on of Covid regula>ons, geGng together for a Bible 
Study is more do-able than previously but there are issues around the      
access to the Hall at the Church Stables because of the need for wiping 
down contact points etc.   Whilst mee>ng up in small groups we are      
comfortable having in our homes and Zoom are op>ons. These may be 
things, Zoom in par>cular, that one either loves or hates, and not everyone 
has access to Zoom anyway. 

My plan, is to read my way through a book by Tom Wright called Lent For 
Everyone. The Author works gently through the Gospel of Luke with only a 
couple of pages each day. If you don’t have plans but would like to join me, 
the book is available on Amazon and obviously other sites too.  If there is 
an appe>te for a group Bible Study, I am happy to see what can be done, 
not necessarily led by myself but I hope that I can at least offer support. 

   

ISBN 978-0-281-06220-1
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As to plans for the rest of 2022, perhaps you are planning to get away, or are 
you, like many folks and not looking to disappear to warmer climes! For my 
wife and I, the motorhome season is slowly opening up and we are already 
planning some trips.  We will be spending a fair bit of >me at the Caravan 
Site in Aberlady over the season as it is nice and handy for Church services 
and pastoral work.  What with me working two days plus Sunday Services as 
Locum, it should be easily worked around long weekends and it gets us closer 
to our Dunbar family too. 

If I can leave you with the following thought: - For God so loved YOU that he 
sent his one and only Son so that if YOU accept him as your Lord and Saviour 
then the Kingdom of Heaven will be yours. Yes, I paraphrase verses and 
themes from the Bible but it is never-the-less true! 

May the light of the World, our Lord Jesus Christ, bring warmth to your heart 
and a lovely glow about your person. 

With every blessing 

Rev Fred Harrison, Locum Minister 
Aberlady with Gullane Parish Churches

LOCUM MINISTER continued
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SESSION CLERK’S  MESSAGE

WORSHIP PLAN FOR ABERLADY PARISH CHURCH 

Weekly Sunday Service at 11.15am 
Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated on 27 February 2022 
Track and trace is s>ll in opera>on and masks must be worn in Church. 
Details of Holy Week Services will be issued later. 

Church Roll 

It is with deep regret that we record the death on 1 February 2022 of Mrs 
Joan Davie.   Joan was a valued member of Aberlady Kirk Session having been 
ordained as an Elder on 28 June 1982.   Our thoughts and prayers are with all 
the family at this >me. 
  

World Day of Prayer Service – Friday 4th March 2022 3.00pm 
Longniddry Parish Church 

This is a  Joint Service with  Aberlady Parish Church, Gladsmuir Parish Church, 
Gullane Parish Church, Longniddry Parish Church and St Adrians Episcopal 
Church Gullane.    This year it is being hosted by Longniddry Parish Church.   
All are welcome. 

Hazel Phisatory
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TREASURER’S REPORT

Church Finances-Treasurer's update 

The Church financial year runs from January to December.  I am working on  
the 2021 accounts, which when completed will be approved by the  Kirk   
Session and the auditor. The Annual Stated meeting will  hopefully be held 
later in the spring at which you will have the opportunity to have the accounts 
explained. This is an  information meeting as members of the Kirk Session are 
responsible for their approval.   2021 has also been a difficult year with 
church services curtailed for  half of the year,  although we were able to hold 
Zoom services.  I am very grateful to everyone for their generosity in donating 
despite the closures.  Some essential work on our buildings was done and the 
Gullane manse was sold.  This means that our expenditure in 2022 decreases  
a little as we paid a share towards the upkeep of the manse. 

I am delighted to report that that we have a reasonable surplus in spite of the 
impact of Covid. 

I am grateful for your continued support in your giving through your             
offerings.  Please, continue to do so.  You can do so by cheque or by Standing 
Order via the bank.  For further information, please speak to me by phone. 

I am pleased that we have returned to regular services in church.  This is  
helping to improve our  regular income.  Just as we are all experiencing rising 
costs at home, it is the same for the church.  

      

Kaye Macaskill (Treasurer)
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Fellowship and Outreach 

The committee is pleased that we can restart  our work and that there may be 
some other events later in the year.  We are very hopeful that the Annual 
Plant Sale will take place on Saturday 14 May in Aberlady Community 
Hall - see advert elsewhere in this magazine. Please get your plants ready!  
Put the date in your diary! 

We would welcome suggestions for fresh fundraising activities to help boost 
funds for day to day running which should be possible in the near future.  
These events help boost our income.  If you have any bright ideas, please let 
us know by phoning me on 01875 870371.     Kaye Macaskill (Convener) 

Kirk Stables 

The Stables are now open again and some of our groups are holding their  
regular meetings.  There is some availability during the week for groups to 
meet there, both during the day and in the evening and, it is also possible to 
hire the Stables for family events such as children's parties.  The charges are      
reasonable.  Please spread the word and further information is available from 
me either by email:  

kayemac23@aol.com  

or by phoning me on: 

01875 870371. Kaye Macaskill ( Church Treasurer)

TREASURER’S REPORT
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The Queen’s Jubilee 

The first weekend in June is always a key date in Aberlady for the start of the 
Gala events but this year the extended bank holiday from Thursday 2nd to     
Sunday 5th June is also the focus for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations. 

Aberlady Community Association is already participating in the Queen’s Green 
Canopy tree planting scheme and has now started to look at options for         
community events over the Bank Holiday weekend. We are hoping to stage a 
community lunch +/- other event(s) on Sunday 5th June in line with the national 
Big Community Lunch project. Some of you may have heard of this initiative 
which was started in 2009 by a team at the Eden project in Cornwall as an annual 
event to bring communities together.  We are hoping that the marquees which 
will be set up for the Gala events on Saturday 4th June are going to be left in 
place for the Sunday Jubilee event(s) so that we don’t need to worry too much 
about the weather.  It seems to us to be a great opportunity for a community 
event, particularly after all the enforced isolation due to Covid restrictions and, 
being outdoors, should make it safer for everyone. 

We are looking for ideas and suggestions from anyone in the community and we 
wanted to start with local groups who may be able to offer input at this early 
stage.  As plans become finalised we will put a call out for specific tasks that 
need support and obviously we will need volunteers to help with setting up and 
general management over the weekend.  Our aim is to ensure that we have a 
wider group of folk involved so we do not put an extra burden on the Gala        
volunteers. Ultimately we may also require funding for some aspects of the day 
but this is dependent on what suggestions are included. 

So......... please put your thinking caps on and we are asking for any ideas and    
suggestions to be with us at ACA by February 28th so that we can discuss this at 
our next scheduled meeting (which you are invited to attend) on Tuesday          
1st March. There are a couple of websites which list events taking place and may 
help with ideas. 

https://www.royal.uk/platinum-jubilee-central-weekend 

https://platinumjubilee.gov.uk/

https://platinumjubilee.gov.uk/
https://platinumjubilee.gov.uk/
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ANNUAL PLANT SALE 
IN AID OF ABERLADY CHURCH FUNDS 

ABERLADY  COMMUNITY   HALL 
SATURDAY 14TH MAY 2022 

10.00h - 12.15h 

                         LARGE SELECTION OF  
                  PLANTS AND SHRUBS FOR SALE 

            TEAS & COFFEES 
with cream scones 

 PRODUCE STALL 
RAFFLE  

ENTRANCE  £1 

ABERLADY COMMUNITY HALL  
                          WILL BE OPEN ON  

                           THE FRIDAY (4 - 5.30pm)  
                   TO RECEIVE DONATIONS  

              FOR THE SALE 

PLEASE -  We need your help: 
BY CULTIVATING ROOT AND STEM CUTTINGS OF SUITABLE  

PLANTS YOU HAVE IN YOUR GARDEN 

WHEN SOWING YOUR SEEDS WHY NOT PLANT A FEW EXTRA  
IN SMALL POTS OR TRAYS?
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Premature baby cuddling blanket 
for babies in the Prem Department of Simpson’s, RIE when babies are having 
a ‘skin to skin’ cuddle from their mums or dads. 

Baby double knitting wool - pastel shades only - first suggestion - 
Acrylic wool only as, since Covid, the articles are washed at a high 
temperature. 

Cast on 76 stitches using size 4 knitting needles.  Knit 10 rows 

**Next: K8, *purl 12, K12* repeat until 8 sts left, K8. 
    Next: K8. *K12, purl 12* repeat until 8 sts left,K8**  
Repeat the previous two rows. until 13 ‘blocks’ of 12 rows - (156 rows) 
Knit 10 rows. (Garter stitch) Cast off. 

OR 

Cast on 70 stitches using size 4 knitting needles.  Knit 10 rows 

**Next: K10, *purl 12, K12* repeat until 10 sts left, K10. 
    Next: K10. *K12, purl 12* repeat until 10 
sts left,K10**  
Repeat the previous two rows. until 13 
‘blocks’ of 110 rows - (150 rows) 

Knit 10 rows.  Cast off.  

OR Make up your own pattern using these 
sizes and the same number of stitches.  Re-
member not  to  include  any  ‘holes’ as  the 
wee fingers can be ‘caught’.

Calling all knitters!   Needed  throughout the year for  Simpsons Special 
Care Babies’ Charity which deals with the Neonatal Unit which cares for 

the premature and very sick babies from Edinburgh and the Lothians.
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Small Prem baby hats 

Baby Double acrylic knitting wool - pastel shades only  (Small size) 

3/4 needles  Cast on 50 stitches  (For medium size - cast on 58sts) 
4 rows K1, P1 

Change to 4mm needles 
K3 *wfd k2 tog, k5*  Repeat to last 5sts k2tog k3  (K4) 
Purl next row 

Stocking stitch 10 rows 

Next  *K6 K2 tog,* to last 2 sts, K2. 
Purl alternate rows 
Next  *K5 K2 tog,* to last 2 sts K2. 
Next  *K4 K2 tog,* to last 2 sts K2. 
Next  *K3 K2 tog,* to last 2 sts K2. 
Next  *K2 K2 tog,* to last 2 sts K2. 
Next  *K1 K2 tog,* to last 2 sts K2. 
Next  K2tog to end of row - 7 stitches (8 stitches) 
Purl last row 
Draw wool through.  

Sew up only half of the seam, leaving the bottom half unstitched.   Make the seam as 
flat as possible as the babies’ skin is very fragile. 

Make ties - 3 strands of wool  22” each for each of the two corners   
Draw through each bottom corner, 11” ready to pleat. 
Pleat  3 double strands of wool - tie off to 6” finished length.  

(This pleated length of wool allows the nurses to secure the breathing apparatus on 
to the baby’s face in order that the baby does not knock this off the face whilst in the 
incubator.)

All completed knitting may be delivered to church on a Sunday or to Val Barrie.
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TRAGEDY AT FERNIENESS 

Fernieness, a picnic spot about two miles from the village, jutted into the Forth, 
was a grass covered flattish area with low, grey coloured patches of bushes.


The main road, with a high wall on the landward side, connected the coastal      
villages on its progress to Edinburgh.  We passed Fernieness in the school bus so 
we noted that military installations were underway, namely gun and rocket      
emplacements and one or two Nissen huts.  It was not an occupied camp but 
naval and army buses brought soldiers, sailors and wrens on certain days every 
week to be given training in anti-aircraft fire using large ‘Ack Ack’ guns and    
rockets.  A large wedge shaped steel built cinema was erected quite near to the 
roadway.  This was used for instructional films and simulated flying by model    
aircraft.  This building was the last to be erected.


My chum and I, during the school holidays, cycled to Fernieness and had a 
grandstand view of what went on from the back of the high wall which had     
projecting stones which gave us footholds.  A Royal Naval ‘Blackburn Skua’ 
aeroplane flew across the sea high up, towing a drogue far behind it.  The drogue 
was the gunners’ target.


We could see the flashes from the guns and hear the bangs: then the rockets 
were fired, making a swishing sound.  Puffs of smoke showed where the shells 
were bursting near to the drogue and there were deafening bangs as these and 
the rockets exploded.  We enjoyed many afternoons on the back of the wall, our 
faces level with the walls’ topmost and irregular shaped stones forming a rustic, 
random coping.


We were returning from school on the bus one fateful day and witnessed a        
terrible sight at the camp:  a burnt out bus and wreckage of an aircraft some    
distance apart where it had slithered to a stop and caught fire.  Ambulances and 
fire tenders were in attendance.


Naval personnel had boarded the bus waiting to leave the camp at the end of the 
day’s shooting.   In a final show of flying, the pilot had brought his aircraft down 
low over the water and planned to overshoot the camp at a spectacularly low 
level.  He had cleared the low rocks and the clumps of bushes.  He had struggled 
to gain height, but failed, striking the bus, killing and wounding many. He himself 
died in his aircraft.


This information had reached the village where we were told what had happened 
but it had all been too obvious to us in the school bus.  There was little            
discussion of the incident among the villagers in the weeks to come.  They were 
becoming used to the grim aspects of the war.
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ROYAL TRAIN AT THE VILLAGE RAILWAY STATION, SUMMER 1943 

Information that the Royal Train was standing at the local station quickly 
spread among the villagers, especially the children, and we soon were on our 
way to see it.  The railway station was situated about half a mile from the     
centre of the village (and this inconvenient distance, I thought, for people to 
walk, contributed to its lack of use by the residents).  A short steep hill on the 
edge of the village was the first obstacle.  The roadway lay along the edge of a 
field then took a sharp left turn alongside the wood on the right and a large 
garden hedge around a mansion on the left.


We noticed soldiers in the wood and their camouflaged tents.  The soldiers 
were armed and were not active: they seemed to be resting or just keeping a 
low profile.  We smiled at them and they smiled back:  there was little talking 
among them.  They were inconspicuous and merged in to their surroundings.


We turned right on the last leg of the walk to the station.  On our left was a 
large field and farm buildings; on our right, the wood continued almost to the 
railway station.  Soldiers also occupied this part of the wood.  In all there must 
have been one or two hundred men in this quite small wood, guarding the 
King and Queen in a discreet manner, a few yards from the station.


The road was carried over the railway line by a bridge reached by the high 
bankings on each side.  We assembled, many children and a few adults, on 
the bridge and on one of the bankings and had a good view of the Royal Train 
standing at the station platform.


The carriages were in a purple livery as was the locomotive and there was little 
activity, only cleaning staff emerging and leaving the coaches taking their    
cleaning equipment with them.


We waited patiently for a long time, then two limousines arrived at the station 
and stopped alongside the Royal Train.  It was summertime and summer 
weather, and the limousine, with a glass roof, allowed us to have a very good 
view of Queen Elizabeth, dressed in pale blue and matching blue hat.  She 
waved to us and had a radiant smile for us as the car slowly moved out of the 
station and was driven along the road we had taken.  The King was not with 
her:  some royal staff followed in the second car, and the road through the    
village led to Edinburgh, where no doubt, the Queen was headed.  The       
soldiers remained inconspicuous in the woods.


Editor: I do hope you have enjoyed this version of the history in and around Aberlady during WW2.
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Editor:  Our continued thanks and gratitude go to the following 
people  and  companies  who  are  continuing  to  support  the            
Outreach  magazine  by  putting  in  an  advert.   The  money  raised    
pays for the printing of our issues each year.   
Many, many thanks.  Do stay safe and well during ‘Covid’ days. 

Val Barrie

OUTREACH  - Thank you so very much

OLD BAKEHOUSE  
TEAROOM 

in Sew In Stitches, High Street, 
Aberlady, East Lothian, EH32 0RB 

OPEN 
Monday, Tuesday,  
Friday, Saturday 
10am - 4.30pm 

Teas, Capppucino, Latte, 
Americano, Flat White,  

Mocha, Espresso,  
Hot Chocolate. 

Takeaways 

Warm welcome to everybody,  
Light Lunches and takeaways available. 
Local hand made gifts & cards in shop. 

 
Find us on Facebook and Tripadvisor,  

t: 01875 870 405 www.sewinstitches.co.uk 

Scones freshly baked each day, assorted home made 
Cakes ∙ (Soya milk, decaffe & Gluten Free available ) 
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MOBILE BARS AND CATERING FOR ALL YOUR EVENTS 

CHRISTENINGS ~ BIRTHDAYS ~ FUNERALS  

AILEEN DYER ~ 01875 870 912 

www.outdoorbarservices.co.uk

DUCKS INN
Main Street, Aberlady, Scotland  EH32 0RE 
 Tel: +44(0)1875 870682  Fax:  +44(0)1875 870504
E: info@ducks.co.uk     www.ducks.co.uk

Suppor>ng Aberlady Parish Church – hope to welcome you soon!

http://www.outdoorbarservices.co.uk
http://www.outdoorbarservices.co.uk
mailto:info@ducks.co.uk
http://www.ducks.co.uk/
mailto:info@ducks.co.uk
http://www.ducks.co.uk/
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 A visit to Hazel Rebecca in Gullane will reveal that the 
shop is not only about soft furnishings, wallpapers and         
interior design. 

An Aladdin's cave of exclusive gifts for all occasions will not disap-
point the discerning buyer. We stock a wide and varied selection of 
fashion accessories including designer handbags and       
jewellery. 

Address: 6 Rosebery Pl, Gullane, East Lothian EH31 2AN 

Phone:  01620 843 438 
http://www.hazelrebecca.com

Mark McGlone FCCA 
Chartered Certified Accountant
Self Assessment & Company Tax
VAT, Payroll & Business Advice

Seawynd Cottage
Sea Wynd, Aberlady EH32 OSD

Tel 07890 409 891
email:  mark@aaabizsol.co.uk

Hazel Rebecca 
Designer Fabrics  
& Bespoke Curtains

mailto:mark@aaabizsol.co.uk
http://www.hazelrebecca.com
http://www.hazelrebecca.com
mailto:mark@aaabizsol.co.uk
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Unit 3 Links Road, 
Longniddry, EH32 0NH
Under new ownership

01875 852 672
Open Wed - Sat

Phone to book appointment
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

TCA Diagnostics 
Computer Repairs  

PAT Testing

Computer Repairs 
• All Computer and Internet Repairs and Servicing 
• Over 20 years of IT experience 
• Hardware and Software Upgrades 
• Virus Protection and Security 
• Data Recovery 
• Home and Office users 
• Excellent, friendly service 
• Free, No-Obligation Estimate 

Portable Appliance testing  - (PAT Certification)

All at very competitive prices 
Tel: 0781 268 4847 

(or 01875 616176)

Welcome to 

Craigielaw Golf Club
Experience stunning  

East Lothian  
from our doorstep

• 18 hole Championship links golf course. 
• Group and Corporate Bookings welcome. 
• Clubhouse, bar/lounge and restaurant open to golfers and non golfers. 
• Diningroom now open in the evenings to golfers + non golfers  
• Function and meeting rooms available to hire. 
• Grass academy practice ground with Callaway golf balls (£2 per basket). 
• Individual lessons and group golf clinics available with PGA professional staff. 
• Golf trolleys £3 per round, Callaway club hire at £15 per round or £25 per day and 

buggies available £30 per round or £50 per day. Caddies can be arranged.   
• Please book prior to play.  The cost is £35 payable directly to Caddie. 
• Fully stocked Professional Shop with a wide range of clubs and clothing.

Craigielaw Golf Club, Aberlady, East Lothian, EH32 0PY Scotland  
T: +44 (0) 1875 870 800  
F: +44 (0) 1875 870 620  

E: info@craigielawgolfclub.com

mailto:info@craigielawgolfclub.com
mailto:info@craigielawgolfclub.com
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   Graham 
            THE JEWELLER 

           89 High Street, Haddington, East Lothian EH41 3ET

01620 820 200 
E-mail:   info@grahamthejeweller.co.uk

     jimwgraham@btinternet.com

Repairs  
a  

Speciality

Gosford Bothy Farm Shop

Farm Shop, Butchery & Cafe 

Open 7 Days 

9.30am - 5pm 

Gosford Estate, Aberlady, East Lothian 

01875 871234

mailto:jimwgraham@btinternet.com
mailto:jimwgraham@btinternet.com
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And finally… 

Always end the day with a positive thought.  No matter how hard things 
were,  tomorrow’s a fresh opportunity to make it better. 

Happiness is when what you think, what you say, and what you do are 
in harmony.  -  Mahatma Gandhi

The meaning of life is to find your gift.  The purpose of life is to give it 
away. -  Picasso

Absolutely nothing is especially difficult if you break it down into small 
tasks.

For your information:
www.aberlady-gullaneparishchurches.org.uk

Click on ‘OUTREACH” to read the magazine online.
www.facebook.com/AberladyGullaneParishChurches

www.facebook.com/AberladyAndGullaneChurchForChildren

Interim Moderator  Rev. Robin N Allison             
                                                             
Locum Minister  Rev. Fred Harrison

Session Clerk and Gift Aid Mrs Hazel Phisatory

Treasurer Mrs Kaye Macaskill

Safeguarding Coordinator       Mrs Val Morrison          

Flower convener Mrs Liz Forsyth

Magazine Editor Mrs Val Barrie

http://www.abrlady-gullaneparishchurches.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/AberladyGullaneParishChurches
http://www.facebook.com/AberladyAndGullaneChurchForChildren
http://www.abrlady-gullaneparishchurches.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/AberladyGullaneParishChurches
http://www.facebook.com/AberladyAndGullaneChurchForChildren

