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OUTREACH

Church of Scotland

You are warmly invited to join us in the 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Aberlady Parish Church 
When dates are published 

All will be welcome

SC004580

Gosford Pond New Year’s Day 2021
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Date Worship

Sunday 14th March Lent 4 Gullane 9.45am Worship together online 5.30pm

Sunday 21st March Lent 5 Gullane 9.45am Worship together online 5.30pm

Sunday 28th March Palm/Passion Sunday Gullane 9.45am Worship together online 5.30pm

Sunday 4th April Easter Sunday Gullane 9.45am Aberlady 11.15am

Holy Communion if online Holy Communion if online

Sunday 11th April Easter 2 Gullane 9.45am Worship together online 5.30pm

Sunday 18th April Easter 3 Gullane 9.45am Worship together online 5.30pm

Sunday 25th April Easter 4 Gullane 9.45am Aberlady 11.15am

Sunday 2nd May Easter 5 Gullane 9.45am Worship together online 5.30pm

Sunday 9th May Easter 6 Gullane 9.45am Worship together online 5.30pm

Sunday 16th May Ascension Gullane 9.45am Worship together online 5.30pm

Sunday 23rd May Pentecost Gullane 9.45am Worship together online 5.30pm

Worship plan for Sunday 14th March - Sunday 23rd May 
for Gullane and Aberlady Churches

Worship together Online 
If you wish to take part in our online worship then please send an 
email to rhalley@churchofscotland.org.uk   
Here is some info you may wish to know: 

• these services are provided by Aberlady and Gullane   
churches and open to all who love the Lord Jesus.  

• If, at any time, you wish your email to be removed then 
please do let Rev Ruth Halley know. 

• they are not recorded services but live worship with others. 
You will be able to chat with others both before and after 
worship if you wish. 

• You will be invited to sing hymns with music and words   
provided. All microphones will be automatically muted during 
worship and so you can sing freely knowing that no-one else 
will hear you. 

• to join with us please click on the link 5-10 mins before the 
start of worship,  read and click 'agree' to the terms of use. 
Worship usually lasts around 30mins.

All worship is currently online.  
Both Aberlady Church and The Stables buildings  

are closed until further notice.

mailto:rhalley@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:rhalley@churchofscotland.org.uk
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Dear friends, 

If you have been following news coverage of world events you might think that 
there is little to celebrate. We long for an end to isolation and suffering, for 
peace and justice, and for a new beginning.  

During Holy Week and at Easter we remember something that happened 
which changed the world for ever.  

Jesus had arrived in the city of Jerusalem. People knew that he was          
compassionate, that he healed the sick and took care of the lonely and the 
poor, that he performed miracles and spoke about God in a way that no-one 
else could. But still they did not fully recognise nor understand him and the 
message of hope he brought. They arrested him and killed him in the most 
brutal way they knew how.  

The followers of Jesus were afraid and they felt all hope was lost. Yet        
something amazing happened. Three days after the crucifixion some of the 
women went to the tomb where the body of Jesus had been laid, and they 
found the tomb was empty. Two men in bright shining clothes appeared to 
them and asked, “Why are you looking among the dead for one who is alive? 
He is not here; he has been raised” 

We are a people of faith in what is a great mystery. Christ loved the world so 
much that his love for us was stronger even than death, bringing hope of new 
and unimaginable life for all. We believe in a God of new beginnings - that 
wherever things come to an end (and things do come to an end) God offers us 
a new beginning too.  

In the strength of the Holy Spirit, the churches of Aberlady and Gullane are  
doing amazing things in seeking God’s purposes and new beginnings. The 
current discussion with Lothian Presbytery to re-focus, re-energise and renew 
our mission is just one example. As a church we know that there is hope, and 
we have faith that God’s kingdom of peace and justice is coming. Even now 
we can find glimpses of it already among us as together we learn to live in 
God’s ways.  

I hope that you do celebrate this Easter Sunday and, whatever age you may 
be, have great fun rolling and enjoying an Easter egg. 

 

Rev Ruth Halley (Locum Minister)

THE MINISTER’S MESSAGE
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Vacancy Update  

The churches of Aberlady and Gullane have been in vacancy now for 
several months. During this time, your Kirk Sessions have found a way 
through the challenges of pandemic with wisdom, patience and        
faithfulness and it has been my privilege to walk alongside you in this. In 
the early months of vacancy our church buildings were able to be open, 
albeit within tight Covid-19 safety guidelines, and that was a blessing.  
In more recent times we have relied upon online opportunities and a      
particular highlight has been the growing numbers gathering for the 
Worship Together Online services each Sunday. If you want to take part 
in these then please send an email to me at:  

rhalley@churchofscotland.org.uk and you will receive the link each 
week.

Alongside everything that the Kirk Sessions have been doing to      
continue the worshipping life of the churches there has also been time 
to reflect together on the way ahead. Meeting together in a joint    
steering group we have sought to discern God’s purposes for the 
churches of Aberlady and Gullane in a time of change for the Church 
of Scotland unprecedented in our lifetimes. A number of options are 
under active discussion with Lothian Presbytery including the           
possibility of forming a ‘hub’ with other local churches. However, that is 
only one possibility and no decisions have yet been taken. The Kirk 
Sessions will ensure that all members of the church are appropriately 
involved as the process is taken forward. Given the current restrictions 
on meetings in person it would be helpful if you would make your elder 
aware of any email address you have which could be used to        
communicate with you about this. The next step in the process is that 
representatives of Lothian Presbytery’s Strategic Planning and Mission 
committee will meet with the Kirk Sessions on 23 March (Aberlady) 
and 24 March (Gullane) 

Rev Ruth Halley, Interim Moderator

THE MINISTER’S MESSAGE  continued

mailto:rhalley@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:rhalley@churchofscotland.org.uk


 ABERLADY CHURCH 28 FEBRUARY 2021

 5

Maundy Thursday prayers for the world 

Humble Jesus,  
who washed the feet of the disciples 
In the quiet sanctuary of this time of prayer  
with others from Aberlady and Gullane 
In the sacred sharing of our yearning hearts 
In the union of this time with all eternity 
We offer you our prayers for the world. 
For in the incompleteness of history, 
the cries of the oppressed  
and the groaning of creation 
have not yet ceased. 
Humble Jesus, 
Bring your healing,  
bring your hope. 

THE MINISTER’S MESSAGE  continued

Words of thanks from the Minister 

As many of you already know, my husband Kenny sadly died in        
December.   

Death is never easy for us, not least when it is so personal. However, we 
remember and draw on the resources of our faith at such times. The words 
of Jesus who said, “I will be with you always, to the end of time.” (Matt 
28.20) and from the book of Psalms, ‘In his favour there is life. Tears may 
linger at nightfall, but rejoicing comes in the morning.’ (Psalm 30: 5) 

I would like to record my heartfelt thanks to the Session Clerk and Kirk 
Session, and to the wider congregation for the many ways in which you 
have supported me in love and kindness since then. I am very grateful too 
for the kind donation made to Christian Aid in memory of Kenny.  

It has been a blessing to be with you through these difficult days and I hope 
that I can continue with you for many more days ahead.  Thank you one 
and all. 

Ruth
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We remember 
the illness, suffering and death of pandemic  
the pain of poverty, oppression and upheaval 
We ask your care for  
the victims of sectarianism, racism 
of violence and of war. 
We pray for people everywhere  
who are sick in body, mind or spirit 
the lost and the lonely, 
the sad and the bereaved. 
We think of those who fear for the future, 
bereft of family, income or work, 
facing their own illness, or death. 
In a moment of silence  
we name before you those whom we know……. 

Christ of the soothing waters, 
of suffering, liberating,  
and reconciling love for the world. 
Teach us to love one another  
as you first loved us. 
In your spirit of sacrifice and service  
make us ever ready to 
wash the feet of others  
to the glory of God,  
Amen.  

Rev Ruth Halley, Locum Minister

Maunday Thursday prayers for the world contd.

Covid-19 guidance 

At the time of writing Aberlady and Gullane churches are open but our buildings 
are closed. We hope that they may be open soon and so the following        
guidance is provided:  

If you are experiencing any Covid-related symptoms, are feeling unwell, 
or you, or a member of your household has received a positive Covid 
test, please do not attend Church for any reason until you have          
completed a 14 day self-isolation period. 
For full guidance visit www.churchofscotland.org.uk/resources/covid-19-coronavirus-advice 

http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/resources/covid-19-coronavirus-advice
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/resources/covid-19-coronavirus-advice
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The Foodbank 

During Lent we have been asking everyone to give a little extra.  At the time of 
going  to  print  the  Foodbank requires  tinned  tomatoes,  spaghetti,  long  life 
milk, juice and carrier bags.  Items can be left at Aberlady Village Hall during 
Post Office hours – Tues 1-3pm and Fri 9.45-11.45am; Gullane Co-op or Tesco.

SESSION CLERK’ REPORT

Aberlady Register 
30.5.20 Ronald Walkingshaw, Aberlady
21.11.20 Alexander Weatherhead, Aberlady

Alex was ordained as an Elder at Aberlady Parish Church on 8.5.1977 
and was a much valued member of the Kirk Session and contributed 
greatly to the work of the Property Committee.

12.12.20 Patrick Barty, Aberlady
01.01.21 William Birnie, Aberlady
24.1.21 Mrs Annette McIntyre, Aberlady
We give thanks for their lives and hold all the families in our prayers.
Request for Transfer 
Mrs Moira Blackie, Aberlady

Gullane Register 
17.1.21 Yvonne Hoffie
January 2021 Lilian Dishington
1.2.2021 Rose Preston
12.2.21 Rena Craigs
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TREASURER’S REPORT

Church Finances-Treasurer's update 

The Church financial year runs from January to December. I have completed the 2020        
accounts still to be approved by the Kirk Session and the auditor.  The Annual Stated meeting 
will now not take place.  2020 has been a difficult year with church service curtailed for large 
parts of the year but I am very grateful to everyone for their generosity in donating despite the 
closures.  Some essential work on buildings and the manse was done. I am  delighted to report 
that we  have a reasonable surplus in spite of the impact of Covid. 

I am grateful for your continued support in your giving through your offerings.  Please       
continue to do so. You can do so by cheque or by Standing Order via the bank. For further  
information, please speak to me by phone. 

I hope that we may be able to return to holding services in church in the near future.        
Please stay safe and keep well. 

Kaye Macaskill (Treasurer) 

Fellowship and Outreach 

Unfortunately the Stables remain closed due to government restrictions and no groups can 
meet at the Stables nor can events take place there.  The committee hopes this will change 
soon and that there may be some events later in the year. 

We would welcome suggestions for fresh fundraising activities to help boost funds for day to 
day running which  might be possible in the near future. If you have any bright ideas, please 
let us know by phoning me on 01875 870371. 

Kaye Macaskill (Convener)

From Kaye re Covid Shopping 
I wandered lonely as a cloud
Two metres from the madding crowd
When all at once my name was called
To enter Tesco’s hallowed hall

This was the pensioners’ special hour
I’d gone to get a bag of flour.
But I forgot, when through the door,
What I had gone to Tesco for?

The Tesco staff are extra kind.
I told him it had slipped my mind.

They asked what else I had forgot
They clearly thought I’d lost the plot.

I phoned my wife again to ask.
She reminded me of this special task:
“I need some flour to bake a cake
with all that cream you made me take.”

“Yes I recall!” I had to lie.
I dared not ask what flower to buy
But then I saw them next the tills
a bunch of golden daffodils!
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On the 8th August. East Lothian District Council’s “Landscape and Countryside Services” 
Commi@ee advised the Kirk Session that the two Elm trees on either side of the       
churchyard gates were affected by Dutch Elm Disease and both would  eventually have to 
be cut down.  It was suggested that replacement trees would be “Weeping Ash” which is 
similar in height and spread to the Elms. The cost of the  replacement trees is esJmated 
at £400. The Elm stumps would be taken below ground level. Members of the Kirk Session 
were invited to a@end a ‘site visit’ on  9th August.  Following this visit the Kirk Session was 
advised on 10th October that East Lothian District Council would a@end to the removal of 
the two Elm trees towards the end of November, and that the replanJng would take place  
immediately thereaUer.  A tree planJng ceremony was arranged for Monday 26th         
November 2020 when Lord Wemyss was invited to help plant the trees. The Kirk Session 
contributed £400 towards the cost of the removal of the diseased Elm trees and the pro-
vision of the Weeping Ash trees. 

Gordon Davie, Property Convener

Property Report

Date of photo unknown
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Farewell gifts from Aberlady congregation

At the end of Brian’s last Service at Aberlady Parish Church on              
25 October 2020 he was presented with a garden sculpture, a planter 
and a cheque on behalf of the congregation. Dorothy received a beautiful 
arrangement of orchids.    We wish them a very happy retirement.
 
Hazel Phisatory
Session Clerk
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Dear Friends 

I am si\ng typing this in my “den” which consists of a home office building at the foot 

of our garden in Dunbar. 3 months aUer our move we are delighted with our new 

home and feeling very blessed to be able to reJre here. Our neighbours have been 

very welcoming and we have been so grateful to receive new home cards, many from 

you. That said, we miss you all very much. 

Dorothy and I are very glad to have the opportunity to take space in this issue to allow 

us to express our deep appreciaJon of all the kindnesses we received from you as I  

reJred. To say that we were overwhelmed is an understatement. The generosity of 

your lovely words, expressed in cards and le@ers is matched by that of your giUs, 

which will serve as constant reminders of the love and friendship which we have 

known from you over my tenure. This le@er is being wri@en on my super-smart new 

laptop computer, purchased with a part of your giU and I am looking forward to using 

it regularly in the future. The view before me is of our new garden and the house, 

each of which has already benefited hugely from your excepJonal magnanimity. The 

lovely planter and garden sculpture which formed part of your giU are important    

features in the garden design.  Thank you, from the bo@om of our hearts. 

Be assured that you remain very much in our thoughts and prayers. We wish you all 

every blessing  and pray that 2021 will bring you health, happiness and fulfilment.  

With our kindest regards and love. 

Brian and Dorothy
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Bob Glover B Mus; BD; LTh; ARCO 

For the past ten years or more, Bob Glover has been the anchor of the group of 

three musicians who have contributed essenJal and much appreciated musical   

content to our worship services in Aberlady and Gullane. Bob’s first university degree 

was a Bachelor of Music and this led to further qualificaJon in the Associateship of 

the Royal College of Organists, which demonstrates “high achievement in organ 

playing and suppor5ng theore5cal work.”  When Bob reJred from full Jme Ministry 

of Word and Sacrament, he decided to devote himself to supporJng the worship life 

of the Kirk through his organ playing and we have been among the principal         

beneficiaries of that.  I know, very well, just how much his contribuJons have been 

enjoyed; not least because of his playing skills, his careful choice of pieces to      

complement the theme of the day but also his sensiJvity in accompanying the hymn 

singing and his respeceulness of the spiritual atmosphere of the moment.  Added to 

that, Bob’s friendliness and sincere interest in people have given encouragement 

and pastoral support to many people, among whom I count myself. 

Having achieved his tenth anniversary as part of the ministry team here, Bob has  

decided that it is Jme to reduce his commitments and to step down from his place 

in the musician’s team.  He will be hugely missed, but he has indicated willingness to 

stand in at Aberlady on occasions in the future; Aberlady being the service with the 

later starJng Jme.  I know that I speak for you all when I thank Bob wholeheartedly 

for all that he has contributed to the life and worship of our congregaJons.  We wish 

Bob and Elizabeth conJnuing health and happiness in the future under the blessing 

of God. 

Brian Hilsley
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Goings on in the Memorial Garden 

As some of you may already have noticed, four new flower beds have been dug 
and planted in the Memorial Garden.  Circling around the central bed, the new  
areas contain a variety of shrubs and herbaceous perennials to provide year 
round colour and interest.   Other than for formal occasions, the garden hasn’t 
been used much by the community in recent years.   Aberlady in Bloom members 
hope that this will change and that when the plants have had time to bloom, the 
garden will prove attractive to the congregation, the wider community and the 
many walkers on the John Muir Way.  Anyone interested in Aberlady in Bloom, 
and our entry this year to the Beautiful Scotland competition, should contact Ian     
Malcolm 07557 236 232 or i.malcolm@live.co.uk. New faces are more than      
welcome.  
Aberlady in Bloom is keen to record that the work in the Memorial Garden 
wouldn’t have been possible without the support of Lord Wemyss, East  Lothian 
Council, North Berwick Coastal Area Partnership, Gullane Area Community  
Council, John and Fiona Playfair at Garden Solutions, Ballencrieff, the Cruden 
Group, Volunteer Centre East Lothian and Volunteering Matters Action Earth.  
And, of course, the many volunteers who made it all happen.   The garden work 
was carried out in accordance with the changing Coronavirus restrictions and     
provided an opportunity to benefit from the fresh air and physical exercise.  

Ian Malcolm

mailto:i.malcolm@live.co.uk
mailto:i.malcolm@live.co.uk
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To find a true friend is to find a priceless treasure. 

You can tell when people are close friends.  They have a strange way of finishing 
each other’s sentences, beginning to laugh out loud about an old joke long before 
the punch line, communicating with their eyes, or contentedly sitting in silence 
with a sense of complete understanding.
Jane Andrews 

Your friend is the person who knows all about you, and still likes you.
Elbert Hubbard 

No Greater Treasure 
People who have warm friends are healthier and happier than those who have 
none.  A single friend is a treasure worth more that gold or precious stones.  
Money can buy many things, good and evil, but all the wealth of the world could 
not buy you a friend or pay you for the loss of one.
C.D. Prentice  

Whether Near or Far Apart 
One of the best things about having a true friend is that no matter how far away 
they are, how long it has been since you’ve spoken, or how much has happened in 
each of your lives, they are never really gone from your heart.  They always remain 
a part of your life, whether you see them every day or only when they drift in and 
out through the years.
Jane Andrews 

The growth of true friendship may be a lifelong affair.
Sarah Orne Jewett 

AND:  Dividing Troubles 

If the while I think on thee, dear friend.
All losses are restored and sorrows end.
William Shakespeare

FRIENDSHIP:  a few thoughts during Covid lockdown
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Editor:  Our continued thanks and gratitude go to the following 
people  and  companies  who  are  continuing  to  support  the            
Outreach  magazine  by  putting  in  an  advert,  the  money  raised    
paying for the printing of our issues each year.   
Many, many thanks.  Val Barrie

OUTREACH  - Thank you so very much

OLD BAKEHOUSE  
TEAROOM 

in Sew In Stitches, High Street, 
Aberlady, East Lothian, EH32 0RB 

OPEN 
Monday, Tuesday,  
Friday, Saturday 
10am - 4.30pm 

Teas, Capppucino, Latte, 
Americano, Flat White,  

Mocha, Espresso,  
Hot Chocolate. 

Takeaways 

Warm welcome to everybody,  
Light Lunches and takeaways available. 
Local hand made gifts & cards in shop. 

 
Find us on Facebook and Tripadvisor,  

t: 01875 870 405 www.sewinstitches.co.uk 

Scones freshly baked each day, assorted home made 
Cakes ∙ (Soya milk, decaffe & Gluten Free available ) 
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MOBILE BARS AND CATERING FOR ALL YOUR EVENTS 

CHRISTENINGS ~ BIRTHDAYS ~ FUNERALS  

AILEEN DYER ~ 01875 870 912 

www.outdoorbarservices.co.uk

DUCKS INN
Main Street, Aberlady, Scotland  EH32 0RE 
 Tel: +44(0)1875 870682  Fax:  +44(0)1875 870504
E: info@ducks.co.uk     www.ducks.co.uk

SupporJng Aberlady Parish Church – hope to welcome you soon!

http://www.outdoorbarservices.co.uk
mailto:info@ducks.co.uk
http://www.ducks.co.uk/
mailto:info@ducks.co.uk
http://www.ducks.co.uk/
http://www.outdoorbarservices.co.uk
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 A visit to Hazel Rebecca in Gullane will reveal that the 
shop is not only about soft furnishings, wallpapers and         
interior design. 

An Aladdin's cave of exclusive gifts for all occasions will not disap-
point the discerning buyer. We stock a wide and varied selection of 
fashion accessories including designer handbags and       
jewellery. 

Address: 6 Rosebery Pl, Gullane, East Lothian EH31 2AN 

Phone:  01620 843 438 
http://www.hazelrebecca.com

Mark McGlone FCCA 
Chartered Certified Accountant
Self Assessment & Company Tax
VAT, Payroll & Business Advice

Seawynd Cottage
Sea Wynd, Aberlady EH32 OSD

Tel 07890 409 891
email:  mark@aaabizsol.co.uk

Hazel Rebecca 
Designer Fabrics  
& Bespoke Curtains

mailto:mark@aaabizsol.co.uk
mailto:mark@aaabizsol.co.uk
http://www.hazelrebecca.com
http://www.hazelrebecca.com
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Unit 3 Links Road, 
Longniddry, EH32 0NH

Reduced cost for pensioners on 
 Wednesdays and Thursdays

Open Wed - Sat
Phone to book appointment

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

TCA Diagnostics 
Computer Repairs  

PAT Testing

Computer Repairs 
• All Computer and Internet Repairs and Servicing 
• Over 20 years of IT experience 
• Hardware and Software Upgrades 
• Virus Protection and Security 
• Data Recovery 
• Home and Office users 
• Excellent, friendly service 
• Free, No-Obligation Estimate 

Portable Appliance testing  - (PAT Certification)

All at very competitive prices 
Tel: 0781 268 4847 

(or 01875 616176)

Welcome to 

Craigielaw Golf Club
Experience stunning  

East Lothian  
from our doorstep

• 18 hole Championship links golf course. 
• Group and Corporate Bookings welcome. 
• Clubhouse, bar/lounge and restaurant open to golfers and non golfers. 
• Diningroom now open in the evenings to golfers + non golfers  
• Function and meeting rooms available to hire. 
• Grass academy practice ground with Callaway golf balls (£2 per basket). 
• Individual lessons and group golf clinics available with PGA professional staff. 
• Golf trolleys £3 per round, Callaway club hire at £15 per round or £25 per day and 

buggies available £30 per round or £50 per day. Caddies can be arranged.   
• Please book prior to play.  The cost is £35 payable directly to Caddie. 
• Fully stocked Professional Shop with a wide range of clubs and clothing.

Craigielaw Golf Club, Aberlady, East Lothian, EH32 0PY Scotland  
T: +44 (0) 1875 870 800  
F: +44 (0) 1875 870 620  

E: info@craigielawgolfclub.com

mailto:info@craigielawgolfclub.com
mailto:info@craigielawgolfclub.com
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   Graham 
            THE JEWELLER 

           89 High Street, Haddington, East Lothian EH41 3ET

01620 820 200 
E-mail:   info@grahamthejeweller.co.uk

     jimwgraham@btinternet.com

Repairs  
a  

Speciality

Gosford Bothy Farm Shop

Farm Shop, Butchery & Cafe 

Open 7 Days 

9.30am - 5pm 

Gosford Estate, Aberlady, East Lothian 

01875 871234

mailto:jimwgraham@btinternet.com
mailto:jimwgraham@btinternet.com
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Thoughts for the day = 

You can’t go back and change the beginning, but you can start where you are and 
change the ending.”  C.S.Lewis

No matter how you feel, GET UP, DRESS UP, SHOW UP and NEVER GIVE UP.

“My religion is very simple. My religion is kindness.”
– Dalai Lama XIV

“When I was young, I used to admire intelligent people; as I grow older, I admire 
kind people.”
– Abraham Joshua Heschel

To  access  OUTREACH  online:  go  to  Google.  Select  ‘Gullane  and  
Aberlady Churches’.  Click on ‘Aberlady’ followed by ‘OUTREACH”.

For your information:
www.aberlady-gullaneparishchurches.org.uk
www.facebook.com/AberladyGullaneParishChurches
www.facebook.com/AberladyAndGullaneChurchForChildren

Interim Moderator and Locum Minister

Rev. Ruth Halley RHalley@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerk and Gift Aid Mrs Hazel Phisatory

Treasurer Mrs Kaye Macaskill

Safeguarding Coordinator      Mrs Val Morrison          

Flower convener Mrs Liz Forsyth
 elizabethmforsyth@btinternet.com

Magazine Editor Mrs Val Barrie

http://www.abrlady-gullaneparishchurches.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/AberladyGullaneParishChurches
http://www.facebook.com/AberladyAndGullaneChurchForChildren
http://www.abrlady-gullaneparishchurches.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/AberladyGullaneParishChurches
http://www.facebook.com/AberladyAndGullaneChurchForChildren

