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Looking towards Christmas 
(one from the Sunday Club back catalogue) 

 
 



Message from Rev  Ruth Halley, Interim Moderator 

Dear friends, 
 
On Sunday 6 December 2020, we will listen for the Word of 
God as we find it in the lectionary readings for that second 
Sunday in Advent.  
 
In our Old Testament reading from chapter 40 of the book of 
the prophet Isaiah the voice of God breaks in with a 
proclamation. God makes a declaration about the future, 
saying: “Comfort O comfort my people….speak tenderly to 
Jerusalem and cry to her…. 
 
Isaiah 40 announces reconciliation and heralds redemption, 
restitution, and hope – replacing the gloom and despair of 
crushed spirits. Salvation is at hand. The overall message is of 
a new order characterized by tenderness, divine protection, 
and guidance.  
 
Around 600 years later the writer of Mark’s gospel quotes 
these words from Isaiah right at the beginning of the good 
news of Jesus Christ, seeing in John the Baptist the voice of 
one crying in the wilderness and in Jesus the one who has 
come to offer release, to bring salvation. So, as we wait today 
in this time of Advent, waiting for Jesus to come to us anew to 
release us and bring salvation, how are we to prepare? 
 
In these readings we hear a sketch of what is required for us 
to “prepare the way of the Lord.” We begin by surveying the 
obstacles and work required. We are called to make straight 
our lives by confessing what we see are obstacles, changing 
our ways, and doing what is possible to repair the damage. 
We also seek to keep our priorities straight – the grass 
withers, the flower fades. As we do this, God is right here 
among us, drawing us together in relationships of justice and 
peace. 
 
As a congregation you are currently in vacancy. This is 
happening at an unprecedented time of change and 
uncertainty:  a global pandemic which is impacting all aspects 
of life; the Church of Scotland’s plan for Radical Action; and 
significant changes ahead including Presbytery Reform and a 
reduction in Ministers in Lothian from 30 to 20. 



Yet, amongst all of this, here you are - open for worship both 
in the church buildings of Gullane and Aberlady, and through 
the Worship Together Online services. Your Kirk Sessions and 
other committees and groups continue to meet, albeit by 
Zoom. You continue to provide for both young and older 
people in the congregations and your networks of love and 
support for one another are truly amazing. 
 
In all of this you are already playing a part in that new order 
which has been proclaimed. Keep up the good work!  
 
May God bless you in this time of Advent, at Christmas, and in 
all that lies ahead in 2021. 
 

Ruth 
 
 

² ² ² ² ² 
 
 

Luminary Bags. 
 
 
Each household should be receiving a 
luminary bag along with their church 
magazine. 
 
These are aimed at bringing a little 
brightness into your life in these difficult 
times and also to show you that you are 
very much in the thoughts of Gullane 
Church. If by any chance you have not 
received one, our apologies and please 
phone me at and we will pop one round 
to you. 

Elspeth Walker 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Plans for worship in December 2020 

 
All current plans for worship services are subject to changes 
which may be necessary if Covid-19 guidance is updated.  
 
Please consult the website at 
www.aberlady-gullaneparishchurches.org.uk  for up-to-date 
information and to book a place at one of the church services. 
 
Sunday 6 Dec (Advent 2)  
Gullane     Family Service at 9.45am 
Worship together online 5.30pm 
 
Sunday 13 Dec (Advent 3)  
Gullane     Morning Service 9.45am  
Worship together online 5.30pm 
 
Sunday 20 Dec (Advent 4) 
Gullane     Morning Service 9.45am  
Worship together online 5.30pm 
 
Christmas Eve 
Aberlady    Service 6.30pm  
 
Christmas Day  
Gullane     Morning Service  10.30am  
 
Please  note that there is no Aberlady nor Gullane service on 
Sunday 27 December. The first services after Christmas Day 
will take place on Sunday 3 January 
 
You will see that there is an ‘all ages’ Worship Together 
Online service on most Sundays at 5.30pm and everyone is 
warmly invited to take part. This is an opportunity for you to 
join in worship by video link and sing your favourite hymns 
again. You will be able to see and chat online with your friends 
from the church at the end of worship. 
Please Email rhalley@churchofscotland.org.uk and the link to 
Zoom will be sent to you. 

 
 
 
 



Changes for our church: 
 

Treasurer Absconds 
 

Well it’s a bit less dramatic than that but after thirty years we 
are leaving Gullane to go and live in rural Aberdeenshire, near 
to the small village of Maud. On our very first visit to Gullane 
Church in September 1990 Kathy and I were made so 
welcome and the friendships that we have formed over the 
years since have meant so much to us both.  To highlight how 
much we have aged over the years, and how much the 
Church has changed, it is worth recalling that when we arrived 
the then Minister (Norman Faulds) regularly used to give us 
whatever “freebie” he had to deliver along with his children’s 
address if there no children present, on the grounds that we 
were the youngest members of the congregation.  
 
We will miss our Sunday morning chats with the friendly 
coterie that sit around our pew. (You know who you are.) That 
warm welcome was extended to both our children, Christina 
and Adam, and they enjoyed many happy years in Sunday 
School. 
 
I will be carrying on as Treasurer until December and would 
ask for a little leeway in refunding expenses and paying bills. 
As I will obviously not be in Gullane, please either e-mail me 
the requisite information (invoices, receipts etc) or if this is not 
possible please pass them to Tom Walker who will make sure 
I get them. 
 
We do expect to be fairly regular visitors once “normal” life is 
resumed and look forward to seeing you all soon. 
 

Joe McGrane 
 

….and from the Session Clerk 
 

We have been very lucky at Gullane Parish church to have 
had Joe McGrane as our treasurer for the last few 
years.  Sadly for Gullane, Joe and Kathy have moved north to 
Aberdeenshire and we were not able to give them any sort of 
send off - a familiar story in these constrained times.  Joe has 
worked tirelessly and, apparently, effortlessly on all of our 
behalf to steer the church’s finances through good times and 
bad.  Nothing has ever been too much trouble and perhaps to 



evidence this, Joe has kindly agreed to continue as our 
treasurer until the annual 2020 accounts are finalised. 
Meantime, we need to find someone to succeed Joe and he 
will be a hard act to follow.  In expressing our gratitude, we all 
wish Joe and Kathy much happiness in their new home and 
look forward to their future visits to Gullane. 
 

Tom Walker (Session Clerk). 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Church Office/Church Secretary 
 

As members know, the church office in Aberlady Kirk Stables 
has been closed since the start of lockdown in March.  It 
remains the case that we are not allowed to open the church 
office.  Our church secretary, Zena Shand, has decided that 
this is an appropriate time to retire from the role.  Zena has 
been looking after Aberlady and Gullane churches' 
administrative needs for over eight years and we are very 
grateful for all that she has done for us in that time.  Once 
again, circumstances dictate that we are unable to come 
together to mark Zena's retirement but, on behalf of all of us, 
both Kirk Sessions have formally expressed their gratitude to 
Zena.  I am sure we all wish her a long and happy retirement. 
 

Tom Walker (Session Clerk) 

Along with a message from Zena 

Dear friends, 
 
Even in these unpredictable times, we still have something 
wonderful to celebrate this Christmas, because Jesus is the 
greatest gift we will ever have.  I pray that you will all have a 
very blessed Christmas, and may God keep you all safe and 
well in the year ahead.  
 
 I am sad that my time at Gullane and Aberlady has come to 
an end, but my retirement is, as was my appointment, all in 
God's perfect timing.   
 
Our grandchildren will, I have no doubt, keep us cheerful and 
Grandpa busy fixing things as usual .Sending warmest wishes 
to you all from John and myself.  Please keep safe. 

Zena 



And a welcome letter 
 
Dear Friends 
 
I am sitting typing this in my “den” which consists of a home 
office building at the foot of our garden in Dunbar. 10 days 
after our move we are still living in a degree of chaos but every 
day sees progress and we are delighted with our new home, 
feeling very blessed to be able to retire here. Our neighbours 
have been very welcoming and we have been so grateful to 
receive new home cards, many from you. 
 
Dorothy and I are very glad to have the opportunity to take 
space in these issues to allow us to express our deep 
appreciation of all the kindnesses we received from you as I 
retired. To say that we are overwhelmed is an understatement. 
The generosity of your lovely words, expressed in cards and 
letters is matched by that of your gifts, which will serve as 
constant reminders of the love and friendship which we have 
known from you over my tenure. This letter is being written on 
my super-smart new laptop computer, purchased with a part of 
your gift and I am looking forward to using it regularly in the 
future. The view before me is of our new garden and the 
house, each of which will benefit hugely from your exceptional 
magnanimity. Thank you, from the bottom of our hearts. 
 
Be assured that you remain very much in our thoughts and 
prayers. We wish you all every blessing in the seasons of 
Advent and Christmas and pray that 2021 will bring you 
health, happiness and fulfilment. 
 
With our kindest regards and love. 
 
Brian and Dorothy 
 
 

 

² ² ² ² ² 

 



 

Finally, one that just missed the last issue 
 

Bob Glover B Mus; BD; LTh; ARCO 
 

For the past ten years or more, Bob Glover has been the 
anchor of the group of three musicians who have contributed 
essential and much appreciated musical content to our 
worship services in Aberlady and Gullane. Bob’s first 
university degree was a Bachelor of Music and this led to 
further qualification in the Associateship of the Royal College 
of Organists, which demonstrates “high achievement in organ 
playing and supporting theoretical work.” When Bob retired 
from full time Ministry of Word and Sacrament, he decided to 
devote himself to supporting the worship life of the Kirk 
through his organ playing and we have been among the 
principal beneficiaries of that. I know, very well, just how much 
his contributions have been enjoyed; not least because of his 
playing skills, his careful choice of pieces to complement the 
theme of the day but also his sensitivity in accompanying the 
hymn singing and his respectfulness of the spiritual 
atmosphere of the moment. Added to that, Bob’s friendliness 
and sincere interest in people has given encouragement and 
pastoral support to many people, among whom I count myself. 
 
Having achieved his tenth anniversary as part of the ministry 
team here, Bob has decided that it is time to reduce his 
commitments and to step down from his place in the 
musician’s team. He will be hugely missed, but he has 
indicated willingness to stand in at Aberlady on occasions in 
the future; Aberlady being the service with the later starting 
time. I know that I speak for you all when I thank Bob 
wholeheartedly for all that he has contributed to the life and 
worship of our congregations. We wish Bob and Elizabeth 
continuing health and happiness in the future under the 
blessing of God. 

Brian Hilsley 
 
 
A card from Bob and Elizabeth Glover expresses thanks for 
‘the beautiful flowers and generous cheque on retirement after 
(almost) 10 years playing the organ for worship’.  



Keeping in Touch 
 

The Pastoral Care team are being supported by a group of 
volunteers who want to reach out and support anyone in the 
village who may be feeling isolated or in need of support. We 
successfully created a network during the first lockdown, 
through making regular phone calls to people who live alone. 
We have all missed our usual opportunities to meet up with 
friends at Church or Tuesday coffee, and want to ensure that 
we still share some fellowship through the winter 
months.  Anyone who would like to volunteer to make regular 
phone calls, or who would like to receive calls, can contact 
Carol Murray to make the arrangements.  Looking forward to 
hearing from you, and many thanks to all those you have 
contributed so far. 
                                                                     Carol  
 

v   v   v 
 
 
On behalf of the Treasurer, Joe McGrane and myself, I thank 
everyone who has kindly continued supporting the Church 
financially during the ongoing pandemic. It is much 
appreciated. After an understandably slow start most of the 
congregation have changed the way they contribute and are 
now using standing order, on-line, or cheques. As at the end 
of October our income is at the same level of 2019 which is 
very pleasing.  
  
As it looks likely it may be some time until weekly offerings are 
permitted, please do continue to support the Church as you 
feel able. Please contact me for the bank account details if you 
wish to make an online donation or set up a regular payment. 
You can also pop a cheque through my door, Quillet, Erskine 
Road, if that is more convenient. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: As indicated elsewhere, Joe has moved to 
Aberdeenshire so do not post anything through his letterbox - 
my house is across the road.  
 
Many thanks, Morag Black  
 



 
 

Sunday Club (JAM Club) 

Since the Church buildings reopened at the end of August we 
have been meeting most weeks, enjoying a mixture of the 
family services in Church and JAM Club sessions in the 
Manse garden, preferring to meet outside where we can be 
safer and meet in larger numbers. Adhering to COVID 
guidelines we have met the children with their families, it has 
been lovely involving the whole family in our themes, loosely 
based around feeling being loved by God and peace in this 
crazy world. We took a break for the October holidays and 
then took the chance to say our farewells to Brian and Dorothy 
and give them our gifts. For the October holidays we re-
employed eight of our Craft afternoon ladies and put together 
a Harvest Craft bag for the children, we enjoyed seeing photos 
of the children keeping busy on rainy days. Our WhatsApp 
group was full of chatter.  
 
During November our families have been getting to know Ruth 
and have been able to attend both the morning services and 
the evening Worship Together Online sessions. We dodged 
the rain showers, meeting outdoors on Remembrance 
Sunday, to talk about this special day and to encourage the 
children to paint stones with poppies and lay them at the War 
Memorial in their own time (picture coming up later). Now that 
Advent is here, on a Sunday we will be thinking with the 
children about the themes of Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy, 
while some of them work at home on our Nativity presentation. 
We hope to bring you something on 20 December, but as with 
everything this year the Nativity has to be a little different; wish 
us luck. As we speak, we are awaiting government guidelines 
to see what other Christmas activities we are allowed, we are 
looking forward to embracing the opportunities to do different 
things this year. 

Rachel Wallace 

 



The 12 Windows of Christmas 
  
With preparations for Christmas this year being severely 
curtailed due to COVID, we wanted to do our bit to bring the 
community together, including those who are finding 
themselves more housebound than usual. So, JAM Club has 
decided to put together a festive 'treasure hunt' around the 
village and we would like to invite everyone in the community 
to take part and spread some festive cheer as they do. Thank 
you to everyone who has volunteered to help us by “dressing 
up” their windows. 
  
How it works 
We have asked 12 households from the Gullane congregation 
to “dress up” a window in their house with some extra 
Christmas magic this year. Each day, from the 4th until 
16th December, we will post a picture of one of these exciting 
windows on the church Facebook page to give everyone a 
sneak preview of what to look out for. On Friday 
16th December, we will then publish a route around the 
village, and everyone in the community will be invited to walk, 
scoot, cycle (or use a reindeer and sleigh if they have them!) 
to seek out these windows in the week leading up to 
Christmas Day. Each window will have a different word hidden 
somewhere amongst its decorations. Once they find all the 
windows - and all 12 words in them - entrants will have to work 
out which well-known Christmas message we're sharing. Once 
answers have been worked out, we're asking people to email 
hilarycsymyth@outlook.com to be entered into a raffle to 
win an exciting prize (still to be determined at time of writing!). 
  
If you're interested in joining in the fun, please consider 
spreading some festive cheer by dressing the part. There will 
be an extra prize for the most Christmassy treasure hunting 
family group, so dust off those festive jumpers, Santa hats, 
angel wings, tinsel, crowns and shepherds' crooks, and send 
us a picture with your completed Christmas message. We'll 
post the best examples on our Facebook page and the person 
or group judged most jolly and festive will win a special 
prize.  We’d love to fill the village with kindness, hope, love 
and happiness as we enter this year’s unique socially 
distanced advent season. 
  



More Info 
Up to date information will be shared on our website 
https://aberlady-gullaneparishchurches.org.uk/category/news/  
And on our Facebook Page 
@AberladyGullaneParishChurches. 
 Or please contact Hilary Smyth on  844 288 or 07702 638 170 
or on hilarycsmyth@outlook.com for more information. 
  
(Disclaimer: This article was written while this event was still in 
preparation. Final details may be slightly different from those 
advertised here) 
 

 

 
 
This coming Christmas could be seen as an opportunity to 
give everyone the perfect ‘excuse’ to reassess how we mark 
the celebrations whether as a faith festival or simply as a 
‘holiday’. 
From a reflection by Very Rev Dr Susan Brown, convenor of 
the Faith Impact Forum of the Church of Scotland 
 
 

 
 

I make no apology in repeating my words of appreciation to all 
those who have again answered the request for items for 
Outlook. Contributions from as many people as possible helps 
the magazine and we have ended up with a bumper issue. It 
looks highly likely that we will be in the same situation when 
the next one is due so please don’t take off your thinking caps. 
Many thanks. Ed 
 



                        The Guild 
Whose we are and whom we serve. 

 
Although the Guild has not met this season, it 
still seems right to keep in contact. 
We lost some dear friends in the last few 

months. Anne McLeod had been a Guild member for many 
years and we were always delighted to see her at the 
meetings. She was a lovely person, always cheery and 
interested in what was happening. Quite the charmer, she 
would be delighted if she could get a kiss from the minister or 
his assistant.  She will be greatly missed. Carol Hudson also 
was a member of the Guild for some time, She had a lovely 
personality and her smile would light up the room. Carol used 
to take her  turn at reading the Bible in a service and she read 
it with such clarity and feeling that it gave a new insight in that 
particular reading. Carol’s health deteriorated over the years, 
but she would often make light of it and would be interested in 
the other person. She was very special and will leave an 
empty space with her family and friends. 
 
Although I do not think we will be allowed to have a Guild 
meeting in the very near future, it is good to stay in contact 
with friends over the phone or by other means. 
 
I did receive a letter from the Church of Scotland’s head office 
in George Street about Capitation fees for the year 2021. It 
would be easy to say:   No Guild, so no need for Capitation 
fees, but of course we have to keep in mind the on-going cost 
of the services being provided by the Guild Office. These 
include various items like Staff costs, Newsletters, Running 
events such as the Annual Gathering etc etc. So the 
suggestion has been, that instead of the £12.00 capitation fee 
we pay each year, it will be reduced to £9.00 per annum. 
I have been in touch with our committee and we decided, that 
this seems to be the fairest way to deal with the problem. 
Our treasurer, Marian Chambers, is willing to receive the 
money and it would be convenient, if you could pass it to her 
in next few weeks. 
 
I do hope you will all keep well and wish you a blessed 
Christmas and a very good and healthy 2021. 

Angeniet Black 
  



Homestart Christmas Gift Collection 
 

In previous years, as a Church we have 
collected gifts for local children who otherwise 
may not have received much in the way of 
presents at Christmas time. Homestart East 
Lothian has become a collection point for the 

county, allowing many agencies to pick presents to give out to 
families in need.  
 
In the past members of our congregation have kindly 
purchased gifts for donation.  
 
This year due to COVID this is difficult so we hope that you 
might donate money to allow the gifts to be purchased by 
Homestart. Please donate by bank transfer to Gullane Parish 
Church.Sort Code 80-08-22 Account Number 00461473 
reference HOMESTART. Your donations will then be 
forwarded.  
 
Homestart itself is a voluntary organisation committed to 
promoting the welfare of families with at least one child under 
5 years of age. Homestart is a befriending service giving 
support along with practical and emotional advice in the 
homes of families who are having difficulties managing 
parenting for a variety of different reasons. 
 
For more information go to the website 
https://homestarteastlothian.co.uk  or call Rachel Wallace for 
details. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 

  



 
Thank you to those of you who are 
continuing to donate to the Foodbank. YOU 
KNOW WHO YOU ARE! With the restrictions 
imposed by the COVID pandemic it has been 
difficult for the Church to continue to collect 

but our congregation has been making use of the collection 
points at the CO-OP and the Book Exchange at the Scout Hall  
(Tue 11-3pm and Sun 1-3pm). As this goes to print the 
Foodbank will be well into its Jingle Bag initiative, from 1st 
December giving a Jingle Bag to every person referred, along 
with their standard parcel. It’s not too late to donate, the 
Foodbank is open until the 24 December and this year will 
open between Christmas and New Year. Please look at our 2 
shopping lists for suggestions. Alternatively go to 
https://eastlothian.foodbank.org.uk/ for more information or 
contact me. 
Thank you very much. Rachel Wallace 
 
Jingle Bag Shopping list 
 
Turkey or Chicken (tins).  Potatoes (tins or instant), 
Carrots, Peas and Sweetcorn (tins) 
Stuffing and Bread Sauce (packets),  Gravy granules 
Christmas pudding,  Mince pies,  Custard (tin or packet) 
Christmas chocolate or Selection box 
Christmas Savoury snacks 
 
Standard Food Parcel Shopping list 
 
Tinned Soup,  Tinned Baked Beans,  Tinned Spaghetti, 
Tinned Tomatoes,  Pasta Sauce,  Pasta and Rice 
Tinned Puddings,  Tinned Meat and Fish 
Tinned Fruit and Vegetables, Tinned or Instant Potato 
Instant Rice, Pasta and Cuppa Soups 
Tea and Coffee, Long life Milk and Fruit Juice 
Cereals and Biscuits,  Jam and Diluting Juice 
Toiletries and Sanitary items 
Household Cleaning Products, Toilet Rolls 
 

  
  

 
 



                  Other Christmases that were different 
Here are two examples 

 
Listening to the Reports of Governments’ attempts to get 
students home for Christmas I was reminded of the first and 
only Christmas I spent apart from  family as a 17 year old 
Probationer Nurse Working in a Childrens Orthopaedic 
Hospital over Christmas. 
The day started earlier than usual as a choir of Nurses 
assembled to sing God Rest Ye.Merry Gentlemen outside the 
Doctors residence (I am not sure how much they appreciated 
that).Then singing Carols round all the wards and helping 
Santa distribute parcels. Christmas turkey carved by the 
surgeons and served by Senior Staff. 
The majority of children were bed bound and many far from 
home and the constraints of family commitments, travel and 
finance meant that the nurses were not the only ones apart 
from their families that Christmas Day but it was a Happy Day 
and a memorable and special Christmas . 

June Campbell 
 
 

 
In 2004, we spent Christmas with Claire’s sister’s family in 
Hong Kong.  It was rather a wonderful mixture of traditional 
Christmas fayre, but in a much warmer climate.  The Scots 
were very happy to enjoy the swimming pool though it was out 
of season and too chilly for the locals.  On Boxing Day, we 
enjoyed the fancy dress family golf competition at Shek’O 
before heading to the airport.  We were flying down to 
Bangkok for a few days on our way back to Scotland while our 
hosts were transiting in Bangkok en route to Sri Lanka.  While 
checking in at the airport there were rumours of an earthquake 
in South East Asia.  When we got to Bangkok, the full horror of 
the tsunami was revealed.  The holiday house in Sri Lanka 
had been destroyed and as we all know, there was dreadful 
loss of life there and in Phuket.  Claire’s sister and family 
stayed on with us in our Bangkok hotel and a few days later, 
refugees from those badly impacted areas started to arrive 
with their very visible injuries.   
A very memorable Christmas break but for all the wrong 
reasons. 

Tom Walker 



COMMUNITY LINKS 

First Gullane Scouts 
 

Because the rules are different for under 
12s we are running an outdoor, socially 
distanced programme for Beavers and 
Cubs in Gullane.  However, as the same 
rules are different for over 12s the Scout 
section is currently suspended but hopes 
to meet again when the rules permit.    

 
As part of the programmes, at their meetings at beginning 
November, both the Beavers and the Cubs talked about 
Remembrance Day and did various remembrance themed 
activities which included painting poppy stones, playing 
memory games (Beavers) and making felt poppies for a 
remembrance wreath. 
 

And a bit more from the Beavers 
Gullane Beavers is for boys and girls aged 6-8. We normally 
meet on a Friday evening in the village hall, but this year has 
been a little different... 
 
We started the year on a total high - after 7 months the 
Gullane Beavers inside/out campaign to get more defibrillators 
fitted externally in Gullane came to fruition! In January we 
unveiled the external defibrillator at the visitor clubhouse..  The 
group raised awareness through posters and letters and their 
shaking of collecting cans co-funded the external defibrillator 
cabinet. The Beavers are grateful to all those who have 
supported the campaign. A tremendous result - and we were 
thrilled to be featured in the Courier! 
 
In February and March we worked towards the cook's activity 
badge (fruit smoothies, pancakes and armpit fudge!), first aid 
badge (we made fake blood and learned how to clean up cuts 
and use the recovery position), fair trade and the global issues 
badge.   
 
Sadly then lockdown happened and we missed lots of planned 
activities including our annual camp.  We tried to make the 



best of it and did a zoom campfire and some other virtual 
activities towards badges.  
 
We were delighted though when the rules changed and our 
Covid restart risk assessment was approved by the District. 
We restarted in September - always outside and socially 
distanced.  It was so lovely to see everyone back together!  
 
Since then we have been rockpooling, had campfires, toasted 
many marshmallows, hiked from Aberlady back to Gullane, 
harvested apples for the apple festival, learned about 
remembrance, made pine cone birdfeeders and played lots of 
games. Weather permitting we hope to finish the year with 
some night golf, a Christmas sing song and some party 
games.  
 
Oh and that Beavers inside/out defibrillator campaign? We're 
delighted to report that we've just co funded and coordinated 
the installation of a brand new external defibrillator outside 
Gullane village hall. The defibrillator has been registered with 
the emergency services meaning that there are now 3 external 
defibs publicly accessible 24-hours per day in Gullane (the 
visitor clubhouse, the village hall and - thanks to the flower 
club - at the multi sports pitch). We have been gifted one 
further defibrillator by the sandpiper trust and we will soon be 
writing to the Council to ask them to support the installation of 
an external defibrillator at the beach carpark. So....despite 
everything we end the year of 2020 on a high!!! 

 

 
 



For those missing the library:   

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Waterston House 
Latest exhibition 

 
This joint exhibition presents paintings and prints by Robert 
Greenhalf and Matt Underwood alongside sculptures by 
Anthony Theakston. Until 10 January 2021. 
Free entry 

∬ ∬ ∬ ∬ ∬ 

No Nativity this year because 
The 3 Wise Men face a travel ban 
The shepherds have been furloughed 
The inn keeper has shut under tier 3 regulations and had a  
   slump in bookings 
Santa won’t be working as he would break the rule of 6 with 
    Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Donner and Blitzen 
As for Rudolph, with that red nose, he should be isolating and  
   taking a test 

Contributed by Agnes Bell



  
The New Normal for the children of Gullane 

  
 In the weeks leading up to the initial lockdown in March 2020, 
none of us could really comprehend how our lives might 
change. I took two of my children to see The Lion King at the 
Playhouse at the start of March, when Covid seemed more of 
a background worry than the threat and inconvenience it 
became only a short time later. We felt perfectly safe, with 
some additional hand sanitiser, as we crowded into the 
theatre, with hundreds of people from across the country for 
one last hurrah before…. Everything stopped.   
  
A fortnight later the schools were shut and we, like the rest of 
the country and much of the world, were told to stay indoors. 
So began the weeks of home-schooling, Zoom calls, family 
Zoom quizzes, sourdough making, Joe Wicks work-outs, den 
building, washing food packaging and singing ‘Happy Birthday’ 
to ourselves while hand-scrubbing several times a day. Life 
was very different, the children sometimes saw their friends on 
our daily walks, but surprised us at their obedience in socially 
distancing – they waved, and said rather shy hellos to their 
best friends, but stayed close to our sides as we headed back 
to the safety of our own home.   
   
Then, in August, the schools reopened and a different ‘new 
normal’ had begun. We learnt that children under the age of 
12 are not thought to be particularly good at spreading the 
virus. They have been allowed to play more normally since 
July, and had spent the summer holidays tentatively beginning 
to mix outdoors with their peers at playparks, up trees, on the 
fields and on the beaches. And with the school reopening, 
children have adapted more and more to this new normal, 
and, in our children’s case at least, may not look back on this 
period of their lives as much more than an inconvenience.   
   
In school, the main difference my children report is the 
additional handwashing (Sam has a book which he has filled 
with amazing drawings. He reports that this is the book they 
get to draw in while others in the class are washing their 
hands. There were a lot of drawings!). They are restricted to 
mixing only in their class ‘bubbles’, both inside and outdoors. 
The school playground has been divided up into sections they 
call ‘pens’, and the children must remain in those areas for the 



duration of playtime without mixing with other classes. Whilst 
this was difficult for many children at the start of term, as 
composite classes meant that friendships groups were split, 
most children seem to have settled well and adapted their play 
and made new friends within their class bubbles.   
   
Outside of school, life has continued much as normal, and for 
that we’re blessed. We are very aware that not everybody has 
had such a positive experience. My husband and I had to get 
used to working from home, but at least we were working at a 
time when much of the economy had ground to a halt. We also 
have a garden for the kids to play in, as well as the beautiful 
surrounds of Gullane, like the wonderful beach, to pep up our 
moods. As a family we are undoubtedly fortunate and this has 
been reflected in the kids’ moods. I asked my seven-year-old 
what he was looking forward to post-Covid. They only thing he 
came up with was that his grandparents and uncles and aunts 
could come and visit in the house! My youngest has been 
skipping off to Playgroup twice a week where he spends the 
morning making new friends, completely oblivious to the 
frantic toy rotations/quarantines, the additional cleaning, the 
parents and staff wearing masks at the door, the slight chill in 
the hall from the additional ventilation required and additional 
time they are spending outside. None of that matters to him 
and he returns beaming, exhausted and ready for a nap!   
   
As the term went on, more and more activities returned to 
some semblance of normality. As the once thriving Baby and 
Toddler Group restarted, we were unable to use the Playgroup 
hall as usual, so we have been meeting on a Friday 
morning to go for a socially distanced walk, exploring parts of 
our local countryside I’d never been to. Through organising 
these walks, my youngest and I have met lots of new families 
who moved into the village either shortly before COVID, or in 
the months since. It has been a welcome opportunity to build 
new friendships and set up new WhatsApp groups to connect 
with other families.  
   
At times I’ve even found myself pining for the slower pace of 
lockdown life, before pinching myself and realising how lucky 
our children are to live somewhere with so many opportunities. 
Thanks to the amazing efforts of organisations and clubs to try 
new things in new ways, the village is packed with outdoor 
kids’ activities, from tennis camps to drama clubs, football 



coaching, Beavers, Taekwondo and so much more. Our 
weekends feel much like it used to…. mini rugby on a 
Saturday (lots of hand sanitiser all over the pitches at North 
Berwick), football, and of course our amazing JAM club which 
has been rotating between the Manse Garden and the Goose 
Green Playpark on a Sunday morning.  
   
For most kids, especially when the weather is fine, life has 
become a truly outdoor existence. When the school day 
finishes, the school and nursery children pile out to play in the 
playing fields, woods and playpark outside the school. As 
parents, able to maintain our two metres’ distance with one 
another, we marvel at our children’s ability to defy the cold and 
zip with boundless energy between swings, slides and games 
of their own invention. They can spend up to two hours each 
afternoon running around that playing field making up new 
games with their friends, regardless of the odd drop of rain or 
stormy weather – As autumn wore on I quickly decided it was 
time for me to invest in a proper winter coat, but the humour 
and chat amongst parents has been good too.    
   
It’s that element of good humour and togetherness that has – 
for me at least – made such a difference to our whole family 
during this strangest of years. Living in Gullane, in the 
amazing community we are part of, has helped to bring us 
closer with one another and also closer to many of our friends 
and neighbours at various times through shared experiences 
which have been different – but not always worse. Yes, we 
cannot wait for an end to the restrictions of the past few 
months and to see all the people – including close family 
overseas – who have been missed enormously. However, for 
my children at least, there has been a sense of moving back 
towards how childhoods used to be – focused on outdoor 
creative play, and appreciating that there are rules which 
cannot be broken, but creating inventive ways to have fun 
whilst staying safe – whether that’s up a tree or in a new ‘den’ 
created with friends in the garden.   
  
That’s one reason that, as winter sets in, I’m going through 
more hot chocolate and marshmallows than I ever thought 
possible to keep them warm, fuelled and playing happily. And 
do you know what? They seem to be fine with that and so am 
I!  

Hilary Smyth 



 

     Our Christmas Night Sky 

“ And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went 
before them until it came to rest over the place where the child 
was.” 
 
This latter part of 2020 has been very interesting from a 
celestial point of view with the planet Mars in opposition with 
our Earth. This occurs every two years. You may have seen it 
….a bright red planet glowing in the east in the early evening 
then moving westward. At its closest and brightest point in 
September, it is now moving away again but is still clearly 
visible  (when there’s no cloud cover of course!) 
 
However, in December, the 21st to be precise, Jupiter and 
Saturn (both currently clearly visible in the western evening 
sky at dusk) will line up in what is called a ‘Great Conjunction’ 
and this year will be close enough to appear to the naked eye 
to look like one immense star! Jupiter/Saturn conjunctions 
usually occur every 20 years but approximately once in every 
100 years 3 conjunctions will occur in the same year and one 
where they are as closely aligned as this year only every 
several hundred years.  
 
The last Great Conjunction where they looked as close as 
December will be was in 1623. In 1603 the German 
astronomer Johannes Kepler put forward the theory that, 
rather than a comet, the Star of Bethlehem was in fact the 
result of a Great Conjunction when he calculated that one had 
occurred not once but 3 times in the year 7BC ….was this the 
case? We will never know but if weather and your schedule 
allow, on Monday 21 December 2020 look low on the south 
west horizon between 5 and 5.30 pm and you may be lucky 
enough to see what appears to be one HUGE Christmas star. 
Happy stargazing! 
 

Fran Goodman 
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